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On the next page in this newsletter you will find a poem, entitled ‘Psalm’, about 
boundaries which has had a profound effect on us. Within our super region there 
are boundaries that have been imposed for a variety of reasons. For example, 
when the Great Britain Region was divided into three, the boundaries used were 
those of the provinces of the Church. However, some teams did not conform to 
these divisions as they felt more kinship with teams in the neighbouring region. 
In Ireland, Teams ignores the political boundary between the North and the 
South.  The situation is even more confused in Africa, where the state boundaries 
were imposed by colonial powers who took little account of the traditional tribal 
lands. Hence the Transatlantic super region has teams in Malawi whose native 
language is Chichewa but their brothers and sisters in Mozambique are part of 
the Portuguese super region. In the European Union, population movements 
mean that there are English speaking couples in France and Italy; and Polish and 
Philippinos in Teams in Great Britain and Ireland. As a result, the boundaries of 
the Teams movement are “fuzzy”. 

However, across the international movement we have found nothing but 
cooperation in trying to increase communication between teams who wish to 
bridge the boundaries. What is important is the wish to embrace other teams 
in brotherly love, to support and learn from each other. Even at the local level, 
the contact between neighbouring teams in attending events like sector picnics, 
mixed teams meetings and birthday Masses brings renewed energy and insights 
that can revitalise the individual team and we would encourage as many couples 
as possible to experience such events. The benefits of contact between team 
members have been very evident at the gatherings and the responsible couples’ 
weekend that we attended in the autumn. At the international level, regional 
couples from around the world are meeting together in Rome in January to 
discern the ways in which Teams can respond to the signs of today’s times. 
We are confident that they will return to their own countries having made many 
new friends and with the realisation that differences in culture and language are 
irrelevant to the Teams movement. The boundaries are indeed “fuzzy”.

Paul & Helena McCloskey
Super Regional Couple

From	Our	Super-Regional	Couple
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Psalm				
How leaky are all the borders
we draw around our separate nations!
How many clouds cross those boundaries
daily, without even paying the toll!
How much desert sand
simply sifts from country to country,
or how many mountain pebbles
hop down slopes on to foreign turf, just like that!
Need I remind you of each and every bird
as it flies over, and now sits,
on a closed border-gate?
Even if it’s small as a sparrow, its tail is abroad
while its beak is still at home.
And if that weren’t enough, it keeps fidgeting!
Out of countless insects, I will single out the ant,
who, right between the guard’s left boot
and his right, pays no attention to any questions of 
origin or destination.
If only this whole messy affair
could be studied more, in detail,
all around the world!
Look! Isn’t that familiar hedge on the far bank even 
now smuggling its hundred-thousandth leaf
over the river?
And who else but the squid, unashamed
of the length of its arms, would violate
the precious boundary of our territorial waters?
How can we speak
of any semblance of order around here
when we can’t even rearrange the stars
to show which one shines for whom?
Not to mention the fog,
which reprehensively goes wherever it pleases. Or that 
dust blowing blithely all over the prairie

From	Our	Super-Regional	Couple
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as if the land had never been partitioned. 
And the voices gliding on the obliging airwaves! All 
these conspiratorial gurglings
and suggestive sounds.
Funny, isn’t it, how only what’s human is truly 
alien? Everything else is just mixed vegetation,
a few subversive moles, and the wind.

Wisława Szymborska 
Translated by Mark Belletini

Wisława Szymborska (born 1923) is Poland’s most celebrated poet and a 1996 winner of the 
Nobel Prize for Literature. Paradox and wit are the hallmarks of her poetry, and those who 
know her personally remark on her modesty. In her Nobel acceptance speech, Szymborska 
reflected: ‘Whatever inspiration is, it’s born from a continuous “I don’t know.”’ 
Copyright	 -	 	 New	 Internationalist	 (NI)	 reproduced	 with	 permission	 under	 a	 Creative	 Commons	

Attribution-Noncommercial-No	Derivative	Works	2.5	License.

Psalm				

From	Our	Super-Regional	Couple
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I asked someone recently, “What is time?” The reply came back “It’s a nuisance 
because we never have enough of it.”

How would you describe time? As with space or existence, it is really only possible 
to speak of it from “outside”. Time is linked to the intensity with which we live. 
Fulfilment in our lives depends on the quality of our living - how we spend our 
time. And this does not mean being always active, always doing something, as 
the person who answered my question seemed to think.

This is one of the reasons why the endeavours are so useful and so fruitful in our 
lives. The endeavours are all related to time and our use of time, and that use 
involves time spent in prayer alone, or on retreat, or with husband and wife for 
prayer together, or for the “sit-down”. It has been rightly said that God always 
gives us time to do what he wants of us, to follow his divine and wonderful will.

The time that we spend centring on God’s presence, which is with us, indeed 
within us, always, should be “heart-time”. By this I mean a time when we really 
encounter the Lord, his Word, his Presence: he is seated there with us, loving us, 
wanting to communicate with us through those inner promptings of his Spirit, 
drawing us closer to the ever-loving and forgiving God, the Father. I recently 
found reading an extraordinary little book, “The Shack” by William Young, a great 
help in realising more vividly the presence of God in my own life. 
The	Shack,	by	Wm	Paul	Young,	Paperback,	published	by	Windblown	Media	in	partnership	
with	Hodder,	ISBN	978-0-340-97949-5.

We are then, hopefully, led away from the danger of our practices in Teams 
descending to the level of a sort of “cultural Christianity”. By this I mean 
conforming to certain good practices, such as attending Mass, being generous 
to those in need and our various Teams’ “endeavours”, which all become just 
another list of obligations, sometimes practiced without enthusiasm or love.

On a practical level it can be very helpful to have a space set aside for the time 
of prayer and even for the “sit-down”. This was impressed on me last year when 
in Austria visiting several Teams’ families and I noticed in each house a place 
reserved for an icon or statue, the bible and a lighted candle. I found such a focal 
point when staying in Holland recently with a married couple, not members of 

What Is Time?

From	Our	Super-Regional	Chaplain

Spring 2009 Amended.indd   4 03/02/2009   22:48:11



�

Teams, and we gathered regularly for prayer in a small attic room which was 
adorned with icons, candles, holy pictures and with well-used prayer books 
and prayer stools scattered around on the floor. It was a holy place and clearly 
regarded as such by the couple.

Time and space for the Lord’s presence. This is perhaps what attracts so many 
young people - and not so young - to Taize: the simplicity of prayer three times a day 
set in an atmosphere, an ambiance, conducive to silence and contemplation.

So, as we approach Lent, let it be for all of us a time not so much for doing, but 
for being - being aware of the Lord’s presence here and now and of his incredible 
love for each one of us.

Father Ken Payne
Super-Regional Chaplain

From	Our	Super-Regional	Chaplain
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My wife is here before me, Lord.

I must look at “her”,

apart from my ideas and her ideas,

apart from the way I behave and the way she behaves.

I must let her ‘be’ in front of me,

as she is in her deepest self

and not provoke her to attack,

nor to be on the defensive or play-acting.

I must respect her, as distinct from me

and not grab her for myself,

nor win her over to my ideas,

nor induce her to follow me.

I must be poor in “her” company

and not crush her or humiliate her,

nor force her to be grateful,

for she is unique, Lord,

and therefore endowed with a richness I do not possess.

It is I who am poor,

who waits at her door to discern,

in the depth of her heart,

your face, O risen Christ, 

that invites me and smiles at me. 

His Prayer

Prayer	For	The	Sit-Down
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My husband is here before me, Lord.

I must look at “him”,

apart from my ideas and his ideas,

apart from the way I behave and the way he behaves.

I must let him ‘be’ in front of me,

as he is in his deepest self

and not provoke him to attack,

nor to be on the defensive or play-acting.

I must respect him, as distinct from me

and not grab him for myself,

nor win him over to my ideas,

nor induce him to follow me.

I must be poor in “his” company

and not crush him or humiliate him,

nor force him to be grateful,

for he is unique, Lord,

and therefore endowed with a richness I do not possess.

It is I who am poor,

who waits at his door to discern,

in the depth of his heart,

your face, O risen Christ, 

that invites me and smiles at me. 

Her Prayer

Translated from the Belgian Newsletter of July-Sept 2008

Prayer	For	The	Sit-Down
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It is sometimes a problem, particularly in large teams, that the sharing of news 
takes up a disproportionate part of the meeting and then the team must rush to 
complete the other elements of the meeting in the time allowed. Or perhaps you 
feel that your sharing of news has become rather trivial?

If so, you might like to try the following examen style format when sharing news 
at the table.

 1. Was it a good month or a bad month? 

  - Normal or unusual? 

  - How have you felt during the month?

 2. What worries have you been faced with this month?

  - Did you feel God’s presence at these times?

 3. Does something special come to mind? 

  - meeting old friends

  - a beautiful sunset

  - a shared experience

   - something I was told

  - a film, book, or TV programme

 4.  What are you particularly proud of?

 5.  Did you turn away from God?

John & Jane Andrews
Sector Couple, West Sector, Central Britain

Sharing the News - Examen Style

Sharing	The	News
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The Second Trans-Atlantic Super-Regional Conference

8 to 10 October 2010
At the Hayes Conference Centre

Swanwick, Derbyshire, UK

The rooms are booked

Key Speakers are being contacted

The Programme is being developed

Easy access to East Midlands Airport - Transfers planned

Will your team be there ?

How about putting a little money aside at the team 
meeting each month to pay for attendance?

How about committing to send at least one couple?

It is not too early to ....
Think about coming to

The	Super-Regional	Gathering
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This strap line from 
the Theological 
Institute’s website 
encapsulates just 
how special the 

Institute  in Gaming, Austria is – something we rapidly began to realise as our 
visit to the teams there progressed.  Arriving with Fr Ken, our super regional 
chaplain,  on a Friday night, we were welcomed by one of the Teams families, the 
Cassidy’s, and had the first of four meals – each with a different family – which gave 
us a wonderful insight 
into family life at the 
Institute at Gaming in all 
its variety. Two were lay 
married couples; one was 
a married deacon from 
Romania who was en 
route to ordination, and 
finally a married priest and 
his family. Between them 
they had 16 children and 
two more on the way. 

There are 22 couples in 
4 teams in Austria.  Each 
team has a married priest 
as chaplain, and he and his wife are part of the team. Again to quote the website 
www.iti.ac.it : “ITI is a rich Catholic community that lives and prays together in 
the same place and its close vicinity. The example of Christian Life lived by many 
in the faculty and among the students offers the most persuasive and practically 
helpful evidence of the beauty and practicability of that life. It also encourages 
the formation of religious and priestly vocations and their blossoming.”  How 
true!  They live, pray, worship and study together in such daily proximity that 
they truly are a Christian community. On the Saturday evening William & Claire 

Teams In Austria

Don’t Just Learn Theology 
- Live It! 

Reports	From	Around	The	Super-Region

Spring 2009 Amended.indd   10 03/02/2009   22:48:13



��

Teams In Austria

Newton, the sector couple, had organised an information/social evening for us 
to meet and talk with many of the Teams couples.

It really is a case of East meets West with students coming from all corners to 
study the Theology of Marriage and the Family. English is the teaching language 
and one consequence of this is that we were able to go to a Byzantine Mass in 
English which Fr Ken concelebrated.  The Mass really was the highlight of the 
visit as we were able to understand the beautiful poetic liturgy. The Byzantine 
chapel is only small so there were people standing at the back; perhaps 80 people 
altogether, many of them Teams couples. The singing was wonderful. Having 
lunch afterwards with Fr Yurko and his family also presented the opportunity to 
discuss the Byzantine rite in more detail.

The Institute is housed alongside an outpost of the American Franciscan 
university in a 14th century Cistercian monastery and the original monk’s houses 
are now occupied by families. The feeling of Christian community is so strong 
that some couples are 
wondering about life back 
home after their studies. 
We hope that many will 
either find a local team 
or start one themselves. 
We will do what we can to 
help.

Paul & Helena McCloskey
Super Regional Couple

Reports	From	Around	The	Super-Region
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Malawi - Retreat & Expansion

The movement is only 3 years old in Malawi, but the Teams in Malawi now form 
a sector, with 6 Teams. The Sector Team are :-

SECTOR COUPLE :  Prosperous & Lucy Chilewani from Zomba 1 Team

LIAISON COUPLE : Boniface & Ida Ntakati from Mangochi 1 Team

TREASURER COUPLE : Christopher & Gift Chagwayapa from Zomba 1 Team

SECTOR CHAPLAIN :  Father Ignatio Bokosi

Retreat in Malawi, September 2008
We had a wonderful retreat for Teams 
of Our Lady in Malawi at St. John the 
Baptist Major Seminary in Mangochi. 
The theme of the retreat was 
“Between a man and a woman in the 
family who is greater than the other?” 
Father Henry Chiwaya, the Spiritual 
Counsellor for Zomba 4 Team 
preached the retreat very well to the 
satisfaction of all the Teams’ couples 
who attended it. It was well attended 
by so many couples from all the 6 
Teams. There were 3 Chaplains who 
were present at the retreat namely, 
Father Francisco Perico who is an 
Italian (Spiritual Counsellor for 
Mangochi 1), Father Henry Chiwaya 
who preached the retreat, and Father 
Ignatio Bokosi (Sector Chaplain & 
Chaplain for Zomba 1 Team). 

Father Henry highlighted the fact that 
both the husband and the wife were 
created in the image of God and they 
are equal. Nobody should claim that I 
am the head of the family or I am greater 

Reports	From	Around	The	Super-Region
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Malawi - Retreat & Expansion

than you. He quoted Matthew 19, 3-6 which states that “A man shall leave his 
father and mother, a woman shall leave her father and mother, and both of them 
shall be joined together and become one body. Therefore they are no longer two 
people but one body.” During the retreat we also had the sit down exercise which 
the couples enjoyed very much and they said it was helpful. Each couple had to 
find a place to sit down and discuss issues. The guiding question was that the 
wife should tell her husband his strong points and his weaknesses; the husband 
should also tell his wife her strong points and her weaknesses; thereafter they 
must find the solutions and the way forward together. It was a very helpful 
exercise which will help to improve the way they live in their families; for many 
said that they do not have time to discuss important issues in the family since 
they are always busy. 

During the celebration of Mass on Sunday, 7th September, we conducted a 
special ceremony of commissioning the Sector Couple, the Liaison Couple, the 
Treasurer Couple and all the newly elected Responsible Couples from the Teams. 
We called this ceremony a commissioning ceremony.

It might be of your great interest to learn that for the first time in the history 
of Teams of Our Lady in Malawi it was announced on the radio that Members 
of Teams of Our Lady in Malawi would have a retreat at St. John the Baptist 
Major Seminary in Mangochi from 5th – 7th September, 2008. From the day the 
announcement was made many people made phone calls to learn more about 
this movement. Because of this we decided to form a panel to hold discussions 
about Teams of Our Lady on the Radio. Fortunately at the venue of the retreat 
there is a Radio Station called Radio Maria. This Radio Station is very famous 
here in Malawi and many people like listening to it. We made an appointment 
that some couples plus two Chaplains should go to the Radio Station and enter 
into the studio for a special programme. This indeed happened. Six couples and 
two Chaplains (Father Ignatio and Father Henry) went to the Studio on Sunday, 
7th September after the retreat for a special programme on Teams of Our Lady.

Reports	From	Around	The	Super-Region

Spring 2009 Amended.indd   13 03/02/2009   22:48:15



��

Malawi - Retreat & Expansion

We prepared very well. Some of the questions that we tackled during the panel 
discussion were : 

 1) What is Teams of Our Lady? 
 2) When and where did this Movement start? 
 3) When did this movement start here in Malawi? 
 4) What are the aims and objectives of Teams of Our Lady? 
 5) What activities are you engaged in as members of this movement? 
 6) What was the theme of your retreat and what areas were actually   
  tackled by the preacher? And many more questions.

The programme was on air on Wednesday, 10th September from 8.30pm to 
9.30pm. I am pretty sure that after listening to this programme many people 
will be interested in joining Teams of Our Lady and definitely this movement will 
spread like bush fire here in Malawi. 

Thanks a million for your encouragement as regards to Teams. It is my sincere 
hope and prayer that with your prayers the Movement will grow here in Malawi. 
and we need your prayers definitely.   

Father Ignatio Bokosi

Reports	From	Around	The	Super-Region

As we go to press, we learn from Father Ignatio that many 
parts of Malawi are suffering food shortages as a result 
of reduced rainfall in the 2007/8 rainy season. This has 
resulted in a large rise in the price of Maize, well above 
what many people can afford. The situation is particularly 
bad in the Balaka region, but is also affecting Zomba, 
where most of our Teams are based. This year’s crops 
are planted and growing, but it is some months before 
harvest.
Father Ignatio asks for our prayers for the people of 
Malawi.

. . . . . STOP PRESS . . . . .
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Ireland - Glendalough

Dublin Sector Teams Summer Outings were not a feature for a good number 
of years.  We had a great turnout, including a great number of young children 
speaking French and 
adding great colour to our 
day. As always Glendalough 
is a busy place at midday 
Sunday, so you have to 
visualise a group of people 
being led by Fr Michael 
Rodgers, walking the 
labyrinth or pausing for a 
teaching on our journey. Fr 
Michael was well used to 
leading groups so we were 
in good hands.

Fr Michael introduced the day under the heading: ‘Exploring Sacred Space’. He 
introduced Glendalough as a sacred space with a sacred story which began a 
long time ago and culminated with the arrival of Christianity in the sixth century 
in the person of St. Kevin.  He stressed that ‘the purpose of the pilgrimage was 
to realize that all space is sacred and we are part of it wherever we are’.  ‘The 
sacred ground of my life is who I am where I am.  We are all part of a wonderful 
unfolding story which is a revelation of God’s plan for our world’. ‘The heart 
of my life is my home and family’.  He recited the reflection ‘Child of Wonder’, 
which enthralled the attentive children and invited us all to be children of wonder 
for the day in the beautiful natural and spiritual environment of Glendalough.

We proceeded to walk the labyrinth with each person reflecting on their own 
unique story – the joys and the sorrows of the journey of life, the significant 
people that we met along the way, the circles of growth that unfolded through 
the decades of the years, the unexpected twists and turns, the journeys outward 
and the journeys inward.  When we finished walking the labyrinth, it was twelve 
o’clock so we prayed the Angelus (with many onlookers) which highlights the 
beauty of the Incarnation story and the significance for all of us of Mary’s ‘Yes’.

Reports	From	Around	The	Super-Region
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Ireland - Glendalough

We moved on to the ancient monastic city of Glendalough where a large community 
lived for hundreds of years from the seventh century right through until the time 
of the Reformation in the sixteenth century.  Standing beside the Round Tower, 
we reflected on its significance in our Christian tradition. Fr. Michael asked us 
to acknowledge what it means to us to be descendants of the people who raised 
this magnificent structure over a thousand years ago.  They were people with a 
rich imagination and a strong faith which we have inherited.  We looked at the 
tower as a powerful symbol of connection between earth and heaven and the 
community and God.  We became aware of the symbolism of the seven storeys 
within the Round Tower and related them to the stories of all our lives and how 
each story is created one day at a time as the tower was built one stone at a time.  
We considered the fact that the tower was built to protect the treasures of the 
monastery from raiders and asked ourselves what treasure do we now need most 
of all to protect.  Fr Michael stated that the greatest treasure is our faith and we 
need to protect it courageously 
because it is now threatened by 
many powerful forces.  Other 
great treasures that we have 
are life itself, health, friends 
and family. 

We then passed through the 
gate into the new cemetery, 
taking note of the image of the 
bird in the little window of the 
Stuart headstone as we went 
by.  As we walked through the 
cemetery, we remembered all 
our loved ones who have died.   
In the lower part of the cemetery, with Our Lady’s church beyond us, Fr Michael 
spoke of the model of monastery that flourished during the Golden Age of the 
Celtic church. At the centre of the monastery was the main church and beside 
it the burial ground for the dead.  Also within the inner circle of the monastery 

Reports	From	Around	The	Super-Region
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Ireland - Glendalough

was the abbot’s house, the round tower and a place to accommodate guests.  
Hospitality was a very important value in ancient Irish spirituality.  Outside the 
inner circle of the monastery, in a large area covering many acres, the permanent 
residents of the monastery lived.  Unlike the monasteries that developed after 
the twelfth century, the old Celtic monasteries were models of integration.   Fr 
Michael suggested that perhaps we need to look at this model again as we look 
to the future shape of our church. There were a number of small chapels within 
the monastic settlement.  Fr Michael suggested that small groups like the Teams 
of Our Lady meeting in one another’s houses are surely pointing a way to the 
church of the future.  The living cells of the church are our homes and it is there 
that the foundations of a person’s faith are laid.

We then came to stand near St. Kevin’s Cross.   
We reflected on the centrality of the Cross in Irish 
spirituality.  The first great gift from God is our 
creation and the second one is our redemption by 
which the original blessing of our lives is restored 
to us through the cross of Christ.  When the cross 
is heavy, we cannot bear it alone but need the 
help of others to lighten the load.  According to 
the custom of pilgrims in Glendalough we made 
a wish before our departure by placing our hands 
on the cross.

After passing by St. Kevin’s church, we set out along 
the road to the upper lake where the hermitage 
of Kevin is located.  On the way we stopped at 
the lower lake where Michael related the story 
of Kevin meeting a monster and making friends 
with it.  This story is meant to bring home to us 
the importance of dealing with negative feelings 
within ourselves.  These are like little monsters 
that consume a lot of our good energy.  If they are not acknowledged, they take 
control of our lives and turn us into unpleasant, cynical and even destructive 

Reports	From	Around	The	Super-Region

“When the cross is heavy, 
we cannot bear it alone, 
but need the help of others 
to lighten the load”
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Ireland - Glendalough

people.  If we can admit that we have negative feelings and tendencies and talk 
to someone else about them, we take control of them and are then free to live in 
a much more positive way.  The Redeeming Christ can lead us through the dark 
shadows of our life if we have faith in His saving grace.

In the last part of our pilgrimage, we reached the hermitage of Kevin at the upper 
lake. Fr Michael asked us to consider the importance of making a very personal 
faith journey as Kevin did and he emphasized the importance of each person 
being true to themselves according to the gifts that God has given them.  Our 
world is obsessed with image but the greatest image of all which is the image 
of God in us, is often ignored. When we came to the shore of the upper lake, we 
could go no further but 
were well aware that the 
call of the God beyond 
all that we know is always 
in our hearts.  In the 
final part of the journey, 
we walked along the 
shoreline where land and 
water meet, aware that 
healing is experienced in 
such a threshold space.  
The water was calm and 
the land was filled with the delights of summer.  It was a blessed experience to 
be in Glendalough on such a beautiful day.

We broke at this stage for a picnic where good food and even better football 
featured. Some of the younger children, as always in a mixed match with adults, 
really enjoyed themselves.

We then made our way back to celebrate the Eucharist. We were once again 
reminded how unique each of us is, filled with the Spirit. We all bade Fr Michael 
thanks and made for home renewed.

Carmel & Pat Cunneen

Reports	From	Around	The	Super-Region
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Ireland - Responsible Couples Weekend

October 08
Taking joy in one another’s beauty: 

The Song of Songs as a biblical pattern for loving relationships.

This year it was the turn of the Belfast Sector to host the Responsible Couples’ 
Weekend, in Drumalis Retreat Centre on a hill overlooking the harbour at Larne. 
The house itself has had a colourful history since it was built in 1873 by Sir Hugh 
Smiley, as the 1914 “Gun-running” operation was planned around the dining 
room table. In 1930 the house was purchased by the Sisters of the Cross and 
Passion as a Retreat House. It has recently been renovated and expanded with a 
European grant, and the weekend was one of the first to try out the high quality 
hotel-style accommodation – indeed, we were asked to report any problems so 
that the builders could sort out all the snags.

As Super-Regional Newsletter Editors, we invited ourselves to the 
Responsible Couples Weekend, and were made very welcome at 
the conference. We were invited to stay with Deidre and Declan on 
the night before the conference – even though they were leading the 
animating team – and greatly enjoyed a pleasant evening sharing 
news of our Teams, comparing notes, and finding that Teams 
in other countries have many of the same joys and difficulties. 
We enjoyed wonderful Teams hospitality, and would encourage 
others, if you have the chance, to visit Teams in other parts of the 
world. Just email Paul and Helena to ask if there are Teams in the 
area you are visiting – we are sure they won’t mind!

Antony and Janet Denman 
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Ireland - Responsible Couples Weekend

The conference started on Saturday morning, and ran to Sunday afternoon, 
giving ample opportunity to meet and chat to other Teams couples, and enjoy a 
Saturday evening sing-song, where the highlight was listening to Father Gerry, 
our regional chaplain end the day with his lovely rendering of ‘Danny Boy.’ This 
was a weekend we will remember for a long time because of the richness of 
its spirituality and also the opportunity to meet with old friends, to celebrate 
the Eucharist together, to enjoy a wonderful presentation by our Super Regional 
Couple, Paul and Helena McCloskey.

The theme of the weekend was ‘Taking Joy in One Another’s Beauty: The Song 
of Songs as a Biblical Pattern for Loving Relationships’. Fr Brendan McConvery 
was the keynote speaker speaking in two sessions, illustrating his talk with a 
Powerpoint presentation full of coloured images and illustrations. Few people 
present were familiar with the material and we all had much to learn. Fr Brendan 
described the book as a collection of love poems, a celebration of human sexuality 
or an anthology of God’s love for Israel. 

In his afternoon session Fr Brendan worked 
with the words of two well known love songs, 
‘Annie’s Song’ by John Denver and ‘For Emily, 
whenever I may find her’ by Paul Simon. He 
looked at the similiarity between these and 
passages in the Song of Songs. This brought 
the poetry a little closer to the present day 
and to our own experience. Most of us were 
very familiar with ‘Annie’s song’ and the 
celebratory praise of the spouse expressed 
there. We were certainly being encouraged 
to become more aware of the theology of our 
sexual relationship. 

Theologians through the years have had much to say about this beautiful 
collection of love poems. One of the early rabbis claimed, “There is no day so 
great as the day when the ‘Song of Songs’ was given to Israel.”; while Bernard of 
Clairvaux saw the Song of Songs as a model for the Monastic Vocation, and both 
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Ireland - Responsible Couples Weekend

Theresa of Avila and John of the Cross viewed the book as a model for a life of 
prayer and the soul’s search for God.

Father Brendan then posed the question of whether Catholicism had been 
seen as ‘anti-body’, while the Song of Songs reminded us the Catholic Way is 
sacramental, using sight, touch, taste and smell, and so very body-based. John 
Paul II noted, “the truth about love cannot be separated from the language of 
the body.”

Each session with Fr Brendan concluded with thought-provoking questions, 
which we then discussed in groups, and which you might like to discuss in your 
team meetings, or in your sit-downs. 

 1. In your opinion has the Christian Faith lost the sense of the   
  beauty of the body, and of the sexual relationship between   
  husband and wife?
 2. What challenges does this present to us today?
 3. What makes romance work in our relationship?

Fr Brendan set the atmosphere for the weekend leaving us in a very reflective 
and spiritually enriched space. This was deepened by our other speakers, by 
Bishop Donal McKeown, who celebrated Mass on Sunday morning, and who 
encouraged us in our vocation in his own particular way not neglecting a few 
jokes and stories to keep us awake.

Part of the weekend dealt with the Role of the Responsible Couple, 
providing pointers for first-time Responsible Couples, and reminders 
for those who had done it before. The speakers, Pat and Carmel from 
Dublin, suggested that the role of the Responsible Couple was :-
 • To remind the Team about the roots of the movement
 • To be responsible for each others souls
 • To be an example to the Team
 • To support the Team by prayer
 • To bring the Team into God’s presence at the meeting
 • To be the link with the Sector Team, and Liaison Couple
 • To encourage couples to participate in Team meetings and  
  events
 • To be in contact with the Team Chaplain
 • To extend hospitality
 • To be a contact between meetings
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The final speaker was Dame Nuala O’Loan who was warmly received by everyone 
present. Dame Nuala trained as a solicitor, and was Police Ombudsman for 
Northern Ireland from 2002 to 2007, and is currently the Irish Roving Ambassador 
for Conflict Resolution in Timore-Leste. She talked at length of her own personal 
faith journey, sharing very deeply her struggle through ‘the dark periods’ in 
her personal and working life. She spoke with real clarity of God’s love and the 
importance of Faith, especially in darkness. We were all deeply inspired by the 
sincerity and warmth of this mother’s sharing, and her willingness to chat further 
over coffee afterwards. We will all remember her in our prayers with love and 
gratitude.

Deirdre & Declan Kennedy (Sector Couple, Belfast)
Antony & Janet Denman

 

Ireland - Responsible Couples Weekend

Drumalis Rose garden - View to the House
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Ireland - A Teams Graduation

On Tuesday 7th October Deidre Kennedy, one half of the Belfast Sector 
Couple, attended the Graduation Ceremony at Milltown Institute, which is 
an outreach centre for National University of Ireland, to receive her Diploma 
in Spiritual Direction. It was a great day, although tiring. She was pleased 
and surprised to meet John and Elaine Cogavin, former ERI Couple, at 
the graduation ! John had just completed his Diploma in Theology and 
Spirituality. Both awards are termed ‘Pontifical Awards’.
Congratulations to Deirdre and John ! 

Declan, Diedre, Elaine & John after the awards ceremony
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GB Gatherings “Home Is A Holy Place”

The three GB Regions each held a one-day Gathering in Autumn 2008 based 
on the same theme and liturgy, but with different speakers. Each had a keynote 
speaker, workshop sessions, Mass and mixed team meetings.

Southern Gathering
This was the first of the Gatherings, 
held in Wimbledon College, and was 
well attended -  122 people including 
couples from all six of the sectors 
in the Region. Peter and Pauline 
Lavery, who, besides being Marriage 
and Family Life Coordinators in the 
Hexham and Newcastle Diocese, 
are a Teams couple, spoke of the 
amazing and profound message that 

“Home IS a Holy Place” – not can be, or should 
be, or might be but IS. Sister Nilda, who had 
just celebrated 50 years as a nun, and 25 years 
as the chaplain to Worcester Park 1 took up the 
theme in the afternoon. She reminded us that 
home is not a building but a community, and 
that home is the community you return to.  Her 
final thought was this “if I put ‘me’ in holy, it 
becomes homely !”

Central Gathering
This Gathering, attended by some 80 people, was held at St John’s Church in 
Banbury, and organised by Paul and Clare Callaghan and the South Midlands 
Sector. The highlight of the day was the talk by Father Daniel O’Leary, which 
emphasised the mysterious mythical dimension in what we perhaps otherwise 
dismiss as unremarkable acts of tenderness, love and service which we perform 
day by day. We reproduce a resume of his talk below.

if I put ‘me’ in holy, it 
becomes homely !

“
”
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Kitchen God - Home is a holy place - Father Daniel O’Leary

My brother Joseph had Down’s syndrome. Every so often, in my dreams, he 
still comes storming back to deeply disturb my life. My mother adored him. 
And during those most difficult times, especially when Joseph’s severe diabetes 
demanded unrelenting attention, she was sustained by the certainty that in 

caring for Joseph she was entertaining angels 
unaware. If I had my mother back now I would 
tell her that it was even more than that. It was 
the Lord himself who was there.
The same is true for every member of every 
family. Even in these postmodern times, when 
the notion of “family” is undergoing radical 
change, it is still true. The mystics believed 
that God is born anew in every child. “Here 
comes God again”, they would say, “in deep 
disguise. The seed of God becomes God. Just 
as the pear seed becomes the pear tree, and 
the hazel seed becomes the hazel, so too, 
God’s seed in us becomes God.”
And all of this happens in the living rooms and 
kitchens of every family. The home is, indeed, 
a holy place. It is the nursery of divinity. And, 

as with our Joseph, and all those who are different, it can be a long nursery with no 
graduation day. As midwives of mystery, the work of many parents is unrelenting. 
Their whole lives are spent in persuading and coaxing with the mother-tongue, 
God’s incarnate, unfamiliar beauty from within reluctant shadows into the light 
of day.
When parents are gathered on Judgement Day, the Lord will gently say: “I was 
hungry and you fed me, thirsty and you gave me a drink, naked and you clothed 
me, homeless and you sheltered me, imprisoned and you visited me. Come; 
enter the kingdom I have prepared for you.” And the parents will be bewildered 
and ask: “Are you sure, Lord? When did we see you hungry and feed you?”
The Lord will reply, “Do you really not know? Do you not remember the way you 
carefully fed me when I was a baby; the way you loved me into my first steps 
across the kitchen into your arms, and later, my bigger steps into the waiting 
world. All the time, that was me you were nourishing. Yes, of course it was your 

GB Gatherings “Home Is A Holy Place”
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child. But it was me, your God, as well.”
“When were you thirsty, Lord?” they asked. “I needed your love and comfort. You 
held me to your breast and l could hear your heart. As tenderly as the sun opens 
the daisies in the morning, your gentle voice and loving eyes opened my soul to 
the mystery of my true identity. I, your God, became your vulnerable child so as 
to experience your tenderness to me.”
“But naked, Lord? And Homeless?” The Lord replied, “I was born naked and 
homeless and you sheltered me, first in your womb and then in your arms. In my 
rebellious years I left home, blinded by the lesser lights and loves. You did not 
judge me; your great heart never doubted me; you forgave me, you believed in 
me, you drew me into a higher way of life-making, light-making and love-making. 
No matter what, on my return home, your face at the door was always a smiling 
sacrament of welcome.”
“But imprisoned, Lord? Surely not!” The Lord paused. “There are many kinds 
of prison. When I was imprisoned in my fears I cried out in the night; and you 
came and lifted me from behind the bars of my cot and folded me in your arms. 
Years later you lifted me from behind the bars of bigger fears - fears of my own 
inadequacy, of my own intense emotions, of the terror and beauty of the unknown 
life ahead.”
Perhaps nowhere more than in the heartfelt dynamic of married life, where the 
human spirit stretches itself, in its trusting and letting go, to the limits of its 
potential, is this expression of incarnate love more clearly sacramentalised. We 
discover, to our astonishment, that every ordinary human home is the unexpected 
place where God dwells, whether recognized or not. Even where there is suspicion 
and deceit, married life must remain an epiphany of mystery; a participation in 
God’s own challenging essence. Anytime we say “I’m trying to forgive you “ or 
“I still believe in you” to each other, that is also the ever-present expression of 
God’s incarnate covenant within us, constantly healing and completing all that 
is imperfect.
Holy Week teaches us that we can only experience the Risen Christ when we 
have undergone some kind of loss, fear or disillusionment. Most of these “little 
deaths”, and the more awful ones, too, are found within the world of the home. 
Because of its potential for creating immense joy, family life can also be a den 
of destruction. Where is the divine heart in the way we crush the life out of each 
other behind closed doors? And yet, is not the very hopelessness of our lives 
the only place for hope to happen? Where else, if not in this loveless noise, and 
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Reports	From	Around	The	Super-Region

Spring 2009 Amended.indd   26 03/02/2009   22:48:24



��

against all the odds, can the faint music of Easter be recognised within us? If we 
do not struggle to believe this, what is the alternative, to whom shall we go?
There is an urgent energy within our domestic world waiting to be released 
into the Church. The home is a cauldron of emotions, all now charged with 
redemptive presence; for that reason it is also a powerhouse of renewal within 
the Church. The passions and prayers, the storms and whispers, the blame and 
the blessing - are all part of that graced energy. Everything that happens in the 
unbelievably complex fabric of family life, the light and the dark of it, has God’s 
life-giving heartbeat within it, God’s loving signature set to it. And we go to 
Mass to remember and to celebrate together the extraordinary revelation that 
no moment is “merely” human or worldly, but rather a place of grace; every 
threshold a door to heaven.
With this vital “secret” in mind, we insisted, at some cost, in designing a 
welcoming living room into the foyer of the lovely new church we built a few 
years ago. In this hearth, people sit round the open fire, tell stories, read poetry, 
or chat and drink coffee. And each day, too, the same sacramental space is used 
for celebrating the Eucharist; nature and grace again embrace on the one small 
kitchen table of life. We placed these words on the mantle-piece so as to always 
remember: 
“Smiling	broadly	with	great	delight,	Jesus,	our	only	true	host,	sets	a	place	for	absolutely	
everyone	at	 this	 table.	He	embraces	 every	 family,	 each	with	 its	own	 stories	 to	 tell	
him	-	the	hurting	and	the	healing,	the	sinning	and	the	gracing.	He	then	sits	down	
and	explains	to	us,	amazed,	how	those	ordinary	moments	of	raw	human	life	are	his	
life	 too.	His	 eyes	are	 twinkling	as	we	 struggle	 to	understand	what	he	 is	 telling	us.	
Deeply	comforted,	we	eat	and	drink	his	words	with	the	bread	and	wine	of	 joy.	He	
kisses	each	one	of	us	before	we	leave.	Our	hearts	are	burning	within	us	as	we	recall	
his	parting	words	of	comfort	-	our	kitchens,	too,	are	little	Bethlehems,	our	breakfast	
tables	are	small	altars,	our	whole	lives,	with	their	calvaries	and	resurrections,	are	one	
long	consecration	and		communion.	But	now	we	are	so	slow	to	leave	him.	Don’t	be	
sad,	he	says,I’ll	be	waiting	for	you	at	home.”

Daniel O’Leary is a priest of the Leeds diocese, based at Our Lady of Graces 
Presbytery, Tonbridge Crescent, Kinsley, Pontefract, West Yorkshire, WF9 5HA.
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The Northern Regional Gathering, 1 November 2008.
We, a novice Responsible Couple, set out for our first regional event, with two 
experienced couples from our West Monkseaton Team at precisely 8.00 am on 
the appointed Saturday, and arrived in good time for the 9.45 am start.
The venue, St  Joseph’s, Wetherby, has a perfect cluster of connected facilities, 
which together with the organisation of 
our Regional  Couple and the many local 
volunteers gathered together by Tom and 
Christine Ward (Sector Couple), ensured a 
successful event. The welcome was warm 
and we were immediately drawn into a 
friendly, homely atmosphere – catching up 
with old friends and quickly making new 
ones – there was a hubbub of light-hearted 
chatter and laughter. 
Seamlessly, it seemed, we moved from 
coffee into the business of the day, starting 
with a presentation entitled “Home is a 
Holy Place,” which provoked good positive 
discussion, and itself took us effortlessly 
into the morning Workshop groups.
During the Workshop, we soon began to feel 
at ease with our new friends and were very 
conscious of the empathy and trust which abounded by the bucketful, being 
that characteristic we have become familiar with in Teams. We shared stories of 
high hopes, deep grief, humorous ways of praying, the struggles of praying, of 
enlightened moments and deep dark depths. In our humble opinion, a strong 
thread of FAITH was manifest throughout all the proceedings.
Lunch saw us continuing the discussions of the morning with more new faces 
and a most delicious lunch (with seconds for those of us who were forgetting 
diets for the day!) The catering was wonderful and included tea/coffee and dainty 
cakes in the afternoon – a big “Thank You” to the Wetherby Team.
In the afternoon, we joined in an inspirational Mixed Teams Meeting, with yet 
more new faces – how well and sensitively it had all been organised.  This was 
again reminiscent of our own Team sharing back home, but with new situations 
and experiences to consider. 

GB Gatherings “Home Is A Holy Place”
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Mass in the beautiful modern Church contrasted so much with the facilities of 
the morning, but again completed perfectly the whole day’s shared experience 
– we have an enduring memory of very young children playing quietly on the aisle 
carpets during the mass, the wonderful singing of the older children, and the 
important part they contributed. The Communion itself was an appropriate end 
to a memorable day spent with Teams in Wetherby.
We arrived home at 9pm, a long day, yes, particularly for Chris who did all the 
driving, but a most enjoyable one for the six of us. We carried back home, things 
we can share, and things that can only be held in our hearts – a truly uplifting 
experience. 
Our thanks to everyone who contributed to the day.
Helen & John Crook

GB Gatherings “Home Is A Holy Place”

South Africa

There are two sectors in South Africa; one in Durban and the other in Johannesburg.  
Those in Durban are part of the Transatlantic super region and were originally of 
Indian descent. The Johannesburg teams are part of the Portuguese super region 
as the original members spoke Portuguese, but their English is excellent.
These sectors are now working together to expand the Teams movement in South 
Africa. Two new English speaking teams have been started in Johannesburg 
using piloting material provided by the Durban sector. They also want to start 
Teams in Soweto, where they have a good contact, and in Pretoria, Bryanstown 
and Cape Town.
Team members from both sectors attended a retreat together with some couples 
from Mozambique. In all there were 25 couples and 16 children! The children 
always attend retreats and have their own activity programme.
Please pray for the continued success of this cooperation and for the expansion 
of the movement in South Africa.

Extract from emails from Ana Maria & Serafim Nogueira,
Johannesburg Sector Couple
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A Brief Aside - Australian Endeavours

The December 2008 Newsletter of the Oceania Super-Region, reports an 
Australian Survey of Teams members efforts on the Endeavours over a three 
month period.

Personal Prayer
71 % prayed every day or most days
85 % value prayer highly.

Prayer with Spouse
24 % prayed every day or most days
44 % didn’t
61 % value this form of prayer highly.

Reading the Scripture
22 % every day or most days
30 % one to three times a month
25 % didn’t
72 % valued reading the scripture.

Rule of Life
54 % didn’t have one
42 % value the rule of life highly.

Sit Down
77 % sit down every day or most days
82 % value the sit-down highly.
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Trinidad

Teams of Our Lady in Trinidad   -  25th Anniversary Mass and Family Day
A beautiful day greeted us as we arrived for Mass at Presentation College Hall, 
Chaguanas in Central Trinidad for the 25th Anniversary of Teams of Our Lady 
on Sunday October 26.  Thirty 
to forty couples from Teams 
and other invited guests 
arrived two by two with their 
children and settled in after 
placing their contributions 
to the shared lunch on the 
tables.  Mass commenced at 
10.30 am with Father Robert 
Llanos, Vicar for Family Life 
and Marriage Preparation and 
Fr. Neil Rodriguez, our first 
Chaplain, concelebrating.    
Fr Llanos’s homily dwelt on the reading 
of the day and the historical context of the 
commandment to love our neighbour as 
ourselves. Jesus elevated this commandment 
to Love our Neighbours, to the level of 
Loving God with all our heart, mind and 
strength, by telling the young man that the 
whole law and prophets hung on these two 
commandments. In the Jewish tradition, life 
hung on Love of God. Jesus completed our 
understanding of Love for one another by 
elevating Love of neighbour. In the context 
of marriage and family life, this meant that 
spouses should challenge each other to love 
the other even when it was painful, even when 
we may not like each other for the moment. 
In our disagreements and trials, or in our 
joys and triumphs, we love each other, even 
as we love God and because we love Him.  
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Trinidad

After Mass we all shared heartily from the array of dishes contributed by each 
Teams family as well as the chicken and hamburgers which were Bar-B-Qued as 
the day went along.
Games commenced even as lunch and the cutting of the 25th anniversary 
cake were completed. There were fun events for children as well as adults both 
separate and together in some cases.  Participation was positive and eager. The 
children had the opportunity to see their parents compete and view first-hand 
good sports-manship, not only in words, but by example. Thoughtful prizes were 
given to the children, so that each child came away with something. The healthy, 
friendly atmosphere was an opportunity for bonding of family and Teams.  The 
tug-of-war events for children then adults were the final and most enthusiastic 
games and were followed by a short  series of live parang songs from Los Amigos 
Cantadores, a champion parang side formed partly by two Teams families from 
Arima. 
We thank God, the principal and staff of Presentation College and all Teams 
couples and their families for a lovely day filled with fellowship, good food, fun 
and laughter. 
May Our Lady, Patroness of Teams, continue to pray for us.

The Regional Team
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Fatima - Prophets of Peace

Every year the Leading Team (ERI) meets with the super regional couples at the 
international college to participate in a formation session and to discuss Teams’ 
business. This July we met in Fatima and experienced wonderful hospitality from 
the Portuguese teams. As always, we met up with new and old friends to work, 
to share and to pray together. 
Our topic for the college was “Prophets of Peace” and we began by recognising 
that Father Caffarel was a prophet and Teams is a prophetic movement. We 
cannot keep the good news of Teams to ourselves and we ourselves can become 
re-energised through those we wish to evangelise. We may become discouraged 
by an apparent lack of success but when were prophets in the Old Testament 
ever listened to? This did not discourage them! We were asked to look at how we 
could fulfil this call to prophesy and heard very moving testimonies from couples 
from Australia, America, France and Portugal telling of their own experiences.
To help team members to become prophets, the international movement will be 
concentrating on the formation of piloting and information couples. Of particular 
importance is reading the “signs of the times” which was the topic given to past 
and present leading members of the Teams movement when they met in Paris 
last December. Their observations will continue to be worked on at a meeting of 
all the regional couples from around the world in Rome in January 2009. 

Paul & Helena McCloskey

The	International	Movement
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Greetings From Cameroon

Father	Guy	Noel	 is	a	Teams	Chaplain	
in	Cameroon	who	received	news	of	the	
development	of	Teams	in	Malawi,	and,	
in	 response,	 sent	 this	 email	 to	 Father	
Ignatio.

Dear and beloved brother,
I feel so elated, reading your long 
relation about the growth of Teams 
of Our Lady in Malawi. It is so nice 
to see how God is working with the 
teams down there, and I am pretty 
sure that Fr. Caffarel from heaven is 
obtaining for all of them, a very special reward from the heavenly Father.
I sometimes presume things a lot, and I do not take time to share life, a life that 
can be of great help to those who listen or read what I say. What you have just 
told me gives me the courage to share as well, and some of those details that one 
neglects, are really those that make up the beauty of life. I enjoyed the fact that 
you were able to obtain a moment on a radio, to air out what Teams are all about. 
It is very interesting I imagine, to be able to talk about couples, and to couples 
with some of them bearing real testimony of the good things that the movement 
has done on their lives.
It is so nice to see how you are trying to manage to make up your organisation, 
to gradually enter into the framework of the movement. Having a sector couple, 
and many more being interested, I think there is great hope that things shall be 
well with all of you. I shall also remember you in my prayers. Continue in the 
same line, and the Lord will surely not forget you.
Teams in the Cameroon have gone a long way too in our area. We belong to the 
French subdivisions of the teams. We are in what we call in French, “Région 
Centre Afrique”, that is composed of Cameroon, Gabon, Central African Republic 
and Tchad. Our country, Cameroon, already has six sectors, (Douala, Bafoussam, 
Yaoundé, Abongbang, Bertoua has two sectors). In the last diocese, the bishop 
has just made it a point of reference, that the Teams of Our Lady shall be the 
basis for his pastoral work geared towards Family life. He himself had been a 
chaplain, and so he understands what goes on there pretty well.
We belong to the only sector that exists in the Diocese of Bafoussam, and I am 
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Greetings From Cameroon

the sector Chaplain. We organised our Retreat in August, between 14th and 16th 
August. We have nine teams in the sector for now, and for the retreat we had 
about fifty couples present. It was wonderful indeed. The theme of the retreat 
was on the Gospel according to Matthew, 5: “You are the light of the world; you 
are the salt of the earth.” It is already our Sixth retreat, and so for the past five, I 
the sector chaplain only give the key note address for the retreat, and the couples 
themselves prepare the conferences and minister to their other brothers. That 
was done, and I can assure you that the success has been for the past two years, 
incredible. It all took place in the Major Seminary of our Ecclesiastical province 
which was the only place that could host us all.
During our retreats, we have continuous adoration in the night, and couples 
each take their turn in the night for thirty minutes adoration, from 10 pm to 
6 am in the morning. It 
is a very helpful exercise 
that the couples enjoy very 
much. I take care of the 
spiritual preparations, and 
the couples themselves 
render all other services 
pertaining to their work. 
At the end of the retreat, 
it is always very difficult to 
disperse. At the end of the 
retreat, the renewal of team 
leaders was made, and 
new Responsible Couples 
took up their commitments and were commissioned. Some who had new babies 
were allowed to baptise them, and we also received two people into the Catholic 
Church, who had been Protestants. 
Following the retreat, we still had to prepare another session, this time with the 
Regional Couple, because the term of office of our sector couple had come to its 
end. So, at the beginning of this month, we met in one monastery of the diocese, 
with all the Responsible Couples for the various teams, and the potential sector 
team members. We also received five other couples from the neighbouring 
diocese of Nkongsamba, - all of them from the Bafang parish. There, they had 
teams, and they needed to come and see how they are supposed to function. So, 
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Greetings From Cameroon

they were present during the session, and found great benefit from it.
The Regional couple organised the formation on the various important aspects 
of responsibility and life in the movement, giving conferences on those aspects. 
We also talked about the organisation of the movement, and the roles that all 
have to play in the whole machinery of the movement. It was a very interesting 
time of formation. When they came to the sector, they had a meeting with the 
chaplains, though not all were present.  They also visited the bishop who was 
absent, but sent his vicar general to represent him. 
Here we did not vote the new sector couple, because at this level they are not 
voted. They were called to service after long consultation by the Regional couple. 
As they are thus called to exercise responsibility they will in turn approach those 
that they think can help them to go about their responsibility. The new sector 
couple are called Clarisse and Gilbert TCHUISEG; they already had a meeting 
with all the couples responsible for the various teams, to hear their own views. 
When they have built up the sector, they will now have a meeting with the new 
sector team to set the pace for the three years of office that they will assume. So 
that is where we are for the moment.
Thanks again, and may God bless and reward your efforts. 
Brotherly yours in Christ Jesus.
Father Guy Noel
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In October 2008, we organised a holiday touring Argentina, following an 
international conference in Buenos Aires where Antony was presenting the 
results of his recent research work. We checked with Paul and Helena to see if 
there were Teams in Argentina, expressing the wish that it would be nice to meet 
up if possible. The reply came back that there were Teams in Mendoza, where 
we were staying for a couple of days after the conference to rest and try the local 
Malbec wine.
A flurry of emails followed to sort out arrangements. As we planned to be in 
Mendoza on Sunday, attendance at a local mass was suggested, followed by an 
informal meal to meet local team couples. What a mass ! The hall was packed 
with people standing at the back, with a lively musical group of young people 
singing, playing guitars and tambourines and a keyboard. We were welcomed by 
the priest, Padre Pablo Fuentes, who is a Teams chaplain, and given a standing 
ovation by the congregation ! Padre Pablo Fuentes, by the way, has written a 
number of books for married couples and families – in Spanish, but we hope to 
get at least one translated.
One highlight of the Mass was the singing of an extended version of the Lord’s 
Prayer to the Paul Simon tune “Sound of Silence” whilst the congregation held 
hands.
After mass we were driven to the house of a Teams couple for a barbecue 
with some 10 to 12  couples from the local sector and region – which covers 
all Argentina. The Argentina 
Region, together with 2 
sectors in Paraguay, a pre-
sector in Chile, and a team 
being piloted in Bolivia, 
forms the Southern Province 
of the Latin American Super-
Region. In true Teams style, 
we enjoyed an excellent 
shared meal, including local 
Malbec wine, and tasty 
desserts. We even came away 
with a recipe for “Eleonora’s 
Cake” – a tasty tart with a 
“dulce de leche” filling.

Argentinean Hospitality
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We did our best to describe 
how Teams operated in GB, 
and found that many of our 
concerns, such as keeping the 
endeavours, were similar. The 
Mendoza teams feel rather 
isolated from the rest of the 
movement, so we suspect we 
will be supplying quite a lot 
of written material in English, 
like Father Caffarel’s letters, so 
that a Teams member who is a 
professional translator will be 

kept busy translating for their local newsletter!
The local Sector couple, Nora and Antonio, offered to take us to see the 
mountains – the Andes which form the border to Chile, and include the highest 
peak in the Americas, Aconcagula. It was a spectacular drive, although we had 
not appreciated at the outset that it would be over 200 miles, take us within 1 
mile of the border, to a height of 2700 metres which is almost at the snow-line, 
that we would just glimpse the snow-topped Aconcagula in the twilight, and 
return to our hotel by 11 pm!

Loving your Neighbour
The gospel for the day’s Mass 
in Mendoza was Matthew 22: 
34-40, where Jesus speaks 
of the commandments to 
love God, and to love your 
neighbour as yourself. 
At sunset you will be 
examined in Love – St John of 
the Cross
Padre Pablo suggested that 
we always tend to separate 
the material and the spiritual, 
but it is all one in Love. A lack 

Argentinean Hospitality

At	sunset	you	will	be	examined	in	love

The	International	Movement

Spring 2009 Amended.indd   38 03/02/2009   22:48:31



��

PRAYER TO THE HOLY SPIRIT
Argentine Version

Holy Spirit
You are the Spirit of the Father and the Son blessed in Eternity.

You have been sent to us by Jesus to make us understand 
what He told us and to lead us towards the fullness of truth.

You are for us the Spirit of life, the Spirit of creation,
the sanctifying Spirit.

It is You who renew all things.
We humbly ask You to enliven us and to make your home in us, 

in each and every one of us, in each of our couples, 
in each of our chaplains, and each of our teams, 

so that we may live the sacraments of Marriage and Order 
as a place of Love, a path to Happiness, 

and a way to Holiness.

Amen

Argentinean Hospitality

of love disintegrates the family, and society. What will we answer when God 
comes and asks, “ How are you as regards Love ? – to your spouse, your children, 
and your in-laws.”
We should be sure that God loves us with all our miseries and limitations, and 
as He loves us, so we should make an effort to love Him better, through other 
people, through neighbours. If God loves me as I am, how can I deny love to my 
neighbour?

Antony & Janet Denman
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Satellite Team  -  Older Couples & Teams

One of the innovations that came out of the 2001 international college held 
in Houston Texas was the idea of ‘Satellite’ teams. (i.e. Project teams, but the 
name seems to have stuck!)  They are a way for the international movement 
to commission work on a subject that needs serious thought and specific 
recommendations for future actions. They bring together couples from around 
the world to work as a team. After the initial face to face meeting much of the 
work is undertaken by email.
Recognising the importance of this way of working, and the need to ensure that 
projects are managed, the Leading team (the ERI) has a couple, To & Ze Moura-
Soares from Portugal, and a chaplain, Fr Ricardo Londoro from Colombia, with 
specific responsibility for coordination of the various projects being undertaken.
Some time ago, the college realised that as the Movement was about to celebrate 
60 years of the Charter there were a growing number of teams that had been in 
existence a long time and also there was an increasing number of older people 
in teams. So the college decided to establish a satellite team to research the 
subject. Transatlantic was asked to find a couple to lead this team and Peter 
& Mary Hayes (previously GB Regional Couple) were kind enough to agree to 
lead the team. Over the page you will find a questionnaire from them asking for 
feedback to help the project. Please do what you can to help their research. If you 
aren’t old yet, hopefully one day you will be!

Paul & Helena McCloskey
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Satellite Team  -  Older Couples & Teams

Have you been in a team for 10 years or more?
Can you help us?

We are in an international Teams working group (a “satellite team” in teams 
jargon) which has been given the task of finding out the specific needs of well 
established teams (say 10 years or more) and making suggestions as to what 
the teams movement could do to help. Additionally, in view of the changing age 
profile of teams, particularly in the West, we have been asked to look at the needs 
of older couples (say over 60) and at what more the teams movement might do 
for them. 
We think it is important that teams members in our Super Region should have 
an opportunity to put forward their views, so this is an appeal to all of you to let 
us know what you think. To help you, we suggest some questions below. You do 
not need to answer all of them or to confine yourself to these questions. You can 
answer as an individual, as a couple or as a team. 
 Well-established teams 
 1. What is still important to you about being in a team? 
 2. In what ways has what you were originally looking for in teams been   
  fulfilled?
 3. What could the teams provide which they are not currently providing in   
  the following areas: 
  (a) Spiritual 
  (b) Emotional
  (c) Practical 
  (d) Intellectual?
 4. How could this support best be delivered? 
 5. What changes would you like to see
  (a) In you 
  (b) In your couple 
  (c) In your team 
  (d) In the teams movement?
 6. What gains or benefits are there for you in a team which has been   
  meeting for many years? 
 7. What things have been lost in such a team? 
 8. Does a long established team or one containing older people have   
  different needs from a newer team, and if so what are they? 
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Satellite Team  -  Older Couples & Teams

 60 + teams members 
 9. What are the benefits for older members of belonging to a team? 
 10. What are the difficulties? 
 11. What needs specific to older people could the teams movement help   
  with? 
 12. What opportunities could be open to older teams members (eg as a   
  result of more time, greater experience...)? 
 13. If you are over 60, what could teams be doing for you which it is not   
  doing at present? 

 About yourself 
 14. How old are you? (You do not have to answer this question if you don’t   
  want to) 
 15. How long have you been in teams? 
 16. How long has your team been established?

Please send your answers and any additional comments to:
Mary & Peter Hayes, 22 Wilton Crescent, Wimbledon, London SW19 3QZ
or e-mail to MaryandPeter@adidem.demon.co.uk,
or you could telephone us your answers on +44 (0)208 540 7473.

Thank you for your help

Mary & Peter Hayes
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Finance Matters

Financial Matters
The super-region operates on calendar years, so this article relates largely to 
2007.  Finance for the super-region comes mainly from Great Britain and Ireland 
in the ratio 75% - 25% (based on the relative number of teams). The other parts 
of the super-region contribute where they can. In addition we have received bank 
interest, solidarity money and funding from the international movement.  The 
annual budget agreed by the super regional team in 2006 was €20,000 which 
conveniently translated to €15,000 from GB and €5,000 from Ireland. At the then 
euro exchange rate (67p) this was equivalent to £10,000 from GB.  But as can be 
seen from the chart below, from September 2007 the pound has slipped from its 
original trading range.  

€15,000 at 85p (where we are at the time of writing) is £12,750, an increase of 
27.5%!  No wonder holidays in Europe seem more expensive.  The super-regional 
team will need to discuss this at their next meeting in April. At the college level as 
well there may need to be some discussions as widely fluctuating exchange rates 
affect all the super-regions that are outside the euro.
The overall financial aim was that over the six year cycle (2006 – 2011) we would 
accumulate sufficient funds to make a sizable contribution towards the solidarity 
that will be needed to cover travel costs for couples from Africa and the Caribbean 
coming to the next international Gathering in 2012. In other words our reserves 
should grow as we approach 2012.
Each year the super region funds the International Movement by  an amount 
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based on the number of teams (but weighted by relative Gross Domestic 
Product in each country) known as ‘cotisation’ and since 2006 this has been 
frozen at €5,571. This is not a new cost, prior to the formation of Transatlantic 
the equivalent amount was paid directly by GB and Ireland. So, the super region 
only really has €14,429 income to spend each year. In practice Transatlantic has 
received some financial support back from the international movement. In 2006 
to help with travel costs to Lourdes and in 2008 to cover the cost of our air fares 
to Africa. (Though in practice this trip had to be postponed due to Helena’s gall 
stone operation. It will now happen in 2009.)
The Swanwick conference occurred in 2007 and is due to happen again in 2010. 
So the 2007 income included booking fees for Swanwick and solidarity money. 
The other unusual event in 2007 was the Durham international college which 
was largely funded by the international movement.  The combined effect of 
Swanwick and the college was to inflate income in 2007 to roughly €80,000 in total 
depending on which exchange rate you take. Actual receipts in both currencies 
were £20,526.15 and €54,402.82. The super region has accounts in both Sterling 
and Euros, with the option to transfer funds between as needed. The closing 
bank balances are shown below.
Year End Bank Balances:
 Sterling              Euros             Aprox Equiv Euros*
2006 £5,366.82 €3,388.84 € 11,399
2007 £2,094.32 €6,118.36   € 8,911
*Based on the then year end euro rate

Stripping out Swanwick and Durham costs (c €58,000) the main areas of 
expenditure were as indicated in the chart below. 

The main items of expenditure in 2009 will be the regional couples’ meeting in 
Rome and our postponed trip to Africa.

Support to Sectors

Communication

Miscellaneous

Liaison/Formation

Stationery/Printing

Administration

2007 Expenditure

65% 18%

8%
7%

1%

65%

18%

8%

7%

1%
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Father, we give thanks for the loving care  which you lavish upon 
our families. We offer to you all of these acts of loving service 
which we have made with our blessed hands. Help us to be 
more aware of your presence in the everyday life of our home 
and to reflect your love in the witness we give to the world.  

 Amen.

The	Super	Regional	Prayer

Teams of Our Lady is an international Christian movement for married couples of all ages. 
Equipes Notre-Dame • Teams of Our Lady • Equipos de Nuestra Señora • Equipas de Nossa Senhora • Ehegruppen E.N.D

Teams couples & chaplains at the Malawi Retreat
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