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     -Newslettere
Teams start in Zambia

We  have  just  learned  that  Father  Francesco 
Perico,  who  was a  Teams chaplain  in  Malawi, 
has received official  approval to start Teams in 
his new parish just across the border in Zambia. 
Not  content  with  one  team,  there  are  three 
teams currently  in  pilot,  all  of  which  Fr  Perico 
serves  as  chaplain.  The  meeting  to  officially 
launch  Teams  of  Our  Lady  in  Zambia  is 
scheduled for the 17th to 19th of June and it is 
hoped that the number of Teams may be up to 
between five and eight. Fr Perico says that the 
local  Bishop  and  the  Diocesan  Pastoral  Co-
ordinator also hope to attend. Fr Ignatio Bokosi 
is  travelling  to  Zambia  together  with  some 
couples from Malawi to witness the event and to 
support the new Teams. The new Teams are in 
Kalichero in the diocese of Chipata, which is the 
north-east  of  Zambia,  near  the  border  with 
Malawi.

The picture shows Team 2 - CHISITU MBUMBA

Just  in  case  you  were 
wondering,  Zomba  to 
Chipata is  between  300 
and 395miles, depending 
on the route taken. Good 
roads anyone?

International 
Gathering

21st- 26thJuly 2012

Bookings  for  the 
Gathering  in  Brasilia 
have  now  officially 
opened  and  it  is  time 
to  firm  up  your 

‘declarations of interest’.  We have about 100 people 
showing  interest  in  going  at  the  moment.  There  is  a 
booking  form  on  the  Transatlantic  Website. Please 
return  it  with  your  10% deposit  as  soon as  possible. 
Separate arrangements will be made for the collection 
of deposits and other monies for people travelling from 
Africa  and  Trinidad.  They  should  liaise  with  their 
Sector/Regional Couple.

The website also contains examples of  current  prices 
for flights to various places in Brazil this coming July, 
which may give an indication of likely costs for 2012. It 
will be some months before exact flight timetables and 
prices become available for July 2012. The website will 
be updated as additional information comes to light.

Once booking forms are received, your email will go into 
a  Google  email  discussion  group  so  that  all 
Transatlantic travellers can share ideas, ask questions 
etc. We envisage that many of you will want to extend 
your  trip  either  before  or  after  the  Gathering  to  see 
something of Latin America. In that case you will need 
an internal flight to Brasilia on 21st July, or away from 
Brasilia on 26th July.

No doubt you will have questions; we will do our best to 
answer them, but we are not travel agents. We have a 
separate  email  for  all  Brasilia  matters 
TA.Brasil2012@gmail.com. 
Paul & Helena McCloskey-Brasilia Bookings Coordinators

Super-Region

http://teams-transatlantic.org/en/p_nav31.html
mailto:TA.Brasil2012@gmail.com
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Regional Gatherings
There are Gatherings  in  each of  our  Regions  this 
year, as listed below. All events are open to all – you 
may  recall  Walt  and  Sue  Madigosky  from  USA 
attended our Super-Regional Gathering last year. If 
there  is  an  event  in  a  location  that  you might  be 
visiting, or you would otherwise like to attend, please 
contact the people listed.

August 19-21 Trinidad
Regional Retreat in Emmaus Centre,
Trinidad. Contact: Gregory & Shamagne Bertrand 
Email: Trinidad@teams-transatlantic.org 

October 1-2     Ireland
Responsible Couples Meetimg in Galway 
Contact: Pat & Carmel Cunneen
Email: Ireland@teams-transatlantic.org 

October 8         Central Britain
Regional Gathering Cheltenham
Contact: Piotr & Dzidzia Chodzko-Zajko
Email: CentralBritain@teams-transatlantic.org 

October 15      Southern Britain
Regional Gathering Southampton
Contact: Robert and Mary Jones
Email: SouthernBritain@teams-transatlantic.org 

October 22        Northern Britain
Regional Gathering Wetherby
Contact: Mark & Dympna Edwards
Email: NorthernBritain@teams-transatlantic.org 

Testimony given at Mass in Celebration of Marriage, 
Raithmines, Dublin

By Andrew Fanthom and Emer Sinnott, Rathmines Team
This  is  Emer,  I’m  Andrew;  we  are  married  nearly  10  years; 
we’re not parents and we live in Crumlin. Emer and I met when 
we were both in our thirties and had reached the point in our 
lives in relation to long term relationship where we were saying 
if it happens it happens, if it doesn’t it doesn’t. We met through 
a night class and we clicked. Emer reckons she had to put the 
idea of asking her out into my head, but we did go out and 
haven’t looked back.
We would  have similar  views  in  some respects,  different  in 
others. We’re both night owls, cautious with money and would 
also  have  similar  approach  to  the  Church;  we’re  part  of  it, 
sometimes  without  knowing  why,  but  both  share  a  faith  in 
Jesus Christ and in the message of the Gospel as a way of 
living.
But we’re different in so far as I would be more political than 
Emer in terms of wanting to end world hunger and eradicating 
poverty, whereas Emer would have strong empathy for people 
whom  she  meets  particularly  the  vulnerable,  children  and 
people who have disabilities. I’m by nature a perpetual optimist 
whereas Emer tends to be more of a worrier and perhaps more 
of a realist.
The  night  class  through  which  Emer  and  I  met  was  called 
“Christian  Living  and  Ministry”  in  the  Blessed  Sacrament 
Chapel on Bachelor’s Walk. Emer was already involved there 
through a music group whereas I knew the person giving the 
class who had been involved in missionary and famine relief 
activities. I think what makes our relationship work is a healthy 
balance  between  what  we  have  in  common  and  our 
differences. 
If someone were to ask where is God, or faith or the Gospel of  
Jesus  in  our  marriage,  I  would  say  it’s  just  there,  we  pray 
together from time to time, we go to Mass together and have a 
sense of having somehow been drawn together, without fully 
knowing how.
About 2 years ago we felt we were looking for something to 
plug into,  like a faith  group or  Christian Community and we 
happened to come to Mass here on a particular Sunday and 
hear someone talk about “Teams” which was described as a 
faith group for married couples where meetings take place in 
the context of a meal. While there is not time to go into Teams 
in detail, I would describe it as a Christian Community Group 
that fosters the wellbeing of marriage in a holistic way and that 
would not  therefore see marriage spirituality as a section or 
part  of  our  relationship  but  something  that  is  there  in  and 
through it  all  whether it  be our work life, home life, love life, 
social life, faith life or whatever.
A Taize  song that  I  have heard Emer  and others  sing says 
“Where  there  is  love  there  is  God.”  Our  marriage  is  an 
integrated whole through which our Christian calling or way of 
being in the World is with and through each other. Now it is 
important to say we still row and have disagreements from time 
to time, but in and through it  all  is the relationship that now 
significantly defines who we are. So while it is not possible to 
pinpoint and say here or there is where God is in our marriage, 
our sense is that of a pull that brought us together, helps keep 
us together and calls us to grow more and more deeply into 
that togetherness.

Trans-Atlantic Newsletter Editors:
Charlie & Kathy Stallard
12 Eden Way
Bedford MK41 7EP
United Kingdom
         44(0)1234 261367         44(0)1234 261367
         44(0)7986 357 320         44(0)7986 357 320
                                             
         Newsletter@teams-transatlantic.org          Newsletter@teams-transatlantic.org          Newsletter@teams-transatlantic.org 


